
Sec. 118-49.  Sidewalks. 
a. Requirement for installation. Sidewalks shall be required, unless an exception is granted by the

Planning Commission, in accordance with the following:

1. On the subdivision or development side or sides of all major thoroughfares or arterial
streets as indicated on the City's Thoroughfare Plan, or a major thoroughfare as
determined by the Planning Commission, and on perimeter streets.

2. On both sides of a street that serves as a local or collector street, except (i) no sidewalks
are required along a local residential large-lot street section, as shown in this Chapter,
where there is no parking on the street and where each lot has at least 100 feet of
frontage, (ii) when a alternative pedestrian access plan is approved by the Planning
Commission, and (iii) when an exception is granted by the Planning Commission.

3. As deemed necessary by the Planning Commission in any area based on uniformity
along the street and conformity with the surrounding area.

b. Installation. Sidewalks shall be installed at the street front of lots, along the street side of corner
lots, and as required on perimeter streets. Sidewalks shall be constructed in accordance with City
standards and specifications at such time as the lot is improved unless otherwise determined by
the Planning Commission. For instance, where there would be no building improvement to the
area adjacent to the sidewalk.

c. Escrow. With regard to sidewalks on perimeter streets, the Planning Commission, upon request
of the applicant, may allow the applicant to deposit in escrow the cost of sidewalks, as approved
by the City Engineer, for installation of sidewalks at a later date. The escrow money or letter of
credit shall be deposited with the City prior to filing of the final plat.

d. Plat note. A plat note shall be placed on the final plat indicating that sidewalks were required,
upon which streets sidewalks were required and who is responsible for installation.

e. Location of Sidewalks.
1. Sidewalks shall usually be constructed in the right-of-way of the adjacent street, but may be

in easements as approved by the Planning Commission. For instance, along TxDOT ROW
where future improvements would damage the sidewalk or where the walk is not adjacent to
a street.

2. Sidewalks adjacent to single family or two family lots, along a local street, shall be placed in
the right-of-way at least three feet from the curb or adjacent to the curb.

3. All sidewalks adjacent to collector streets, arterial streets, or TxDOT highways shall be
separated by at least 4 feet from the curb or edge of the shoulder.

f. Pedestrian and bikeways. Pedestrian and bikeways, six feet in width, located in the right-of-way
or  in a public access easement, shall be dedicated and constructed where deemed necessary by
the Planning Commission, to provide circulation or access to schools, playgrounds, parks,
shopping centers, arterial streets and community facilities, or to provide pedestrian circulation
within the subdivision. For instance, the Commission may require such pedestrian or bikeways
between lots at the end of culs-de-sac. Pedestrian and bikeways shall be constructed by the
developer with a surface approved by the Planning Commission. Such pedestrian and bikeways
may be required along perimeter streets.

g. Sidewalk widths shall be as follows:
1. Along one or two family lots: four feet.

2. Along multifamily or non-residential lots: six feet.

ATTACHMENT 8



 
3. In front of a commercial or multifamily building(s) where there is less than a 10 foot 

building setback: 10 feet. 
 

h. Alternate pedestrian access plan. Rather than requiring sidewalks on both sides of all streets 
within a subdivision, or along a perimeter street, the applicant may present for Commission 
approval an alternate plan showing pedestrian access within and to destinations outside the 
subdivision such as schools and shopping. Such a plan might provide for no sidewalks on cul-de-
sac bubbles, on both sides of all streets, or where the street was wider than the minimum 
standards. 

 


