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Sec. 144-5.5. No-Impact Home-Based Businesses

5.5-1. Purpose. to establish standards for No-Impact Home-Based Businesses consistent with Texas Local
Government Code §229.902, as amended. These standards are intended to provide residents with the opportunity
to operate lawful home-based businesses from their homes while preserving the residential character of
neighborhoods and minimizing impacts on neighboring properties. This section is designed to promote the
reasonable use and enjoyment of residential property, and support local business opportunities while protecting
the public health, safety, and welfare through objective standards.

5.5-2. Applicability

(a) A No-Impact Home-Based Business may operate as an accessory use to a lawful residential use, subject
to the requirements of this section and all other applicable federal, state, and local laws.

(b) A No-Impact Home-Based Business shall be operated by an owner or tenant of the dwelling where the
business occurs.

(c)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to regulate a lawful No-Impact Home-Based Business except
as expressly authorized by Texas Local Government Code §229.902, as amended. Nothing in this
section relieves any person from complying with applicable federal, state, county, or local laws,
regulations, permits, licenses, or registrations.

(d)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize, regulate, or exempt a short-term rental use.
Short-term rentals remain subject to Section 144-5.17 of this Code.

(e) The City shall not require a zoning change, business registration, license, permit, approval, or fire
sprinkler protection system solely because a lawful No-Impact Home-Based Business is operated from
a residence, except as expressly authorized by Texas Local Government Code §229.902, as amended.

(f)  Inthe event of a conflict between this section and applicable state statute, state statute controls.
5.5-3. Applicable Standards.
(a) A No-Impact Home-Based Business shall comply with the following standards:

(1) The total number of employees of the business, together with any clients, customers, patrons, or
other persons receiving services at the property at any one time, shall not exceed the maximum
occupancy allowed for the dwelling under applicable building and fire codes.

(2) The operation of the business shall not generate on-street parking or create a substantial
increase in vehicular traffic within the surrounding residential area beyond that normally associated
with residential use

(3) Business activities conducted on the property shall not be visible from a public street adjoining
the property, except for signage or activities otherwise authorized by this Code.

(4) The operation of the business shall not substantially increase noise within the surrounding area
and shall comply with Chapter 82-9 Noise Regulations.

5.5-4. Uses Not Allowed as No-Impact Home-Based Businesses.

(@) The following uses shall not be allowed as No-Impact Home-Based Businesses to the extent authorized
by applicable law:

(1) Uses that violate federal law or state statute.
(2)  Sexually oriented businesses as defined by Texas Local Government Code §243.002.

(3) Businesses involving the manufacture, distribution, or sale of illegal controlled substances.
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(4) Businesses involving the sale of alcoholic beverages where not authorized by applicable law.

(5)  Structured sober living homes, to the extent authorized by Texas Local Government Code
§229.902, as amended.

(6) Uses requiring occupancy classifications or operational characteristics that cannot lawfully occur
within a residential dwelling under applicable building or fire codes.
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