
CITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

550 LANDA STREET
CITY HALL - TEJAS ROOM

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2019 at 4:30 PM

Barron Casteel, Mayor

Shane Hines, Councilmember (District 1)

Justin Meadows, Councilmember (District 2)

Harry Bowers, Councilmember (District 3)

Matthew E. Hoyt, Councilmember (District 4)

Wayne Peters, Mayor Pro Tem (District 5)

Leah A. García, Councilmember (District 6)

Robert Camareno, City Manager

MISSION STATEMENT

The City of New Braunfels will add value to our community

by planning for the future, providing quality services, encouraging

community involvement and being responsive to those we serve.

AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER

CALL OF ROLL: City Secretary

INVOCATION: Councilmember Leah Garcia

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & SALUTE TO THE TEXAS FLAG

1. WORKSHOP

A) Discuss and consider approval of the second and final reading of an 

ordinance to amend Chapter 6 of the City’s Code of Ordinances 

prohibiting the use and display of bull hooks, and addressing the care 

of animals in performing exhibitions.

Bryan Ruiz, Environmental Services Manager

B) Discuss and consider possible action regarding the Fiscal Year 

2019-20 Proposed Budget and Plan of Municipal Services and the 

proposed 2019 tax rate, and announce public hearings.

Robert Camareno, City Manager

CERTIFICATION

[1]



Special City Council Agenda Packet

August 13, 2019

I hereby certify the above Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board at the New 

Braunfels City Hall on August 8, 2019, at 3:00 p.m.

_____________________________________

Patrick Aten, City Secretary

NOTE: Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids 

or services such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or hearing impaired, readers, or large 

print, are requested to contact the City Secretary’s Office at 221-4010 at least two (2) work days 

prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

[2]



Special City Council Agenda Item Report

8/13/2019

Agenda Item No. A)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

Presenter/Contact
Bryan Ruiz, Environmental Services Manager

 (830) 221-4073 - bruiz@nbtexas.org

SUBJECT:
Discuss and consider approval of the second and final reading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 6
of the City’s Code of Ordinances prohibiting the use and display of bull hooks, and addressing the
care of animals in performing exhibitions.

BACKGROUND / RATIONALE:
City Council discussed this topic at their May 13, 2019 meeting at the request of Councilmember
Hoyt. City Council directed staff to review definitions of animal cruelty, including a specific
prohibition on the use of bull hooks, which is defined in the proposed ordinance as a tool or device,
also known as an elephant goad or an ankus, used in handling and training elephants. It consists of
a spike, hook or combination thereof, attached to a shaft or handle. Here is an image of a bull hook:

ADDRESSES A NEED/ISSUE IN A CITY PLAN OR COUNCIL PRIORITY:

Envision New Braunfels
Comprehensive Plan

Strategy 8: Cultivate Local and Regional
Partnerships The proposed ordinance promotes
partnerships with traveling animal shows to prevent
animal cruelty.
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FISCAL IMPACT:
There would be negligible fiscal impact to taxpayers since these types of events are presently
permitted and inspected by the Animal Services Division of the Planning and Community
Development Department. The present permitting and inspection services would continue, with the
added review and inspection of the recommended additional items.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
At their meeting on July 23, 2019, the Animal Services Advisory Board discussed conditions circus
animals live in while traveling, reviewing agencies for the animals, veterinary medical care the
animals receive, as well as the types of animal exhibitions that pass through town. Information was
also brought forward regarding mistreatment of elephants. The Board noted that the overall care
and well-being of all animals is paramount regardless of the type of animal.

The Board recommended (6-0) that City Council amend the existing code by adding a prohibition on
the use of bull hooks on elephants, a prohibition on displaying bull hooks around elephants, a
provision on care of the animals, and a new penalty for the violation of this section.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval as presented. The proposed ordinance will provide additional animal
protections for which city staff can review and enforce.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-
AMENDING THE CITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, CODE OF 
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 6 RELATED TO PERFORMING ANIMAL 
EXHIBITIONS; PROHIBITING THE USE OF BULLHOOKS; INCREASING 
MINIMUM FINE TO $500.00; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE AND ESTABLISHING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council is concerned with the use of bullhooks on elephants 

that perform in circuses for the purpose of training and controlling these performing 

animals; and 

WHEREAS, City Council referred this matter to the Animal Services Advisory 

Board for their discussion and recommendation at its meeting on July 23rd; and 

WHEREAS, the Animal Services Advisory Board recommends a prohibition on 

the use of bullhooks in connection with training and controlling circus elephants as it is 

cruel and inhumane. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, THAT:

Section 1

The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance are found to be 
true and correct and are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part hereof for 
all purposes.

Section 2

That Chapter 6 is amended by adding a definition to section 6-1 and addition section 6-
80 as follows:

Sec. 6-1. – Definitions.

Bullhook means a tool or device, also known as an elephant goad or an ankus, used in 
handling and training elephants, consisting of a spike, hook or combination thereof, 
attached to a shaft or handle. 

Circus means a commercial variety show featuring animal acts for public entertainment.

Performing animal exhibition means any spectacle, display, act, or event, other than 
circuses, in which performing animals are used. This shall include animal amusement 
vendors such as, but not limited to, pony-go-round rides, commercial horseback pictures, 
etc.  



Sec. 6-5. - Penalty for violation of chapter; schedule of fines. 

(a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter, or fail to comply there with 
or with any of the provisions thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be fined in a sum not less than $25.00 and not more than $500.00, unless specifically 
listed on the minimum penalty schedule in subsection (b), and each and every day's violation 
shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. Subsequent convictions for any violation of 
this chapter within a 12-month period shall double the minimum applicable fine listed in 
subsection (b), up to and including the maximum allowed by law. If any person is found guilty 
of violating section 6-76, pertaining to animal care, such person's permit to own, keep, harbor, 
or have custody of animals shall be deemed automatically revoked and no new permit may 
be issued. 

(b) Upon conviction of the specific ordinance violation listed, the minimum fine imposed shall be 
as follows: 

         (12)    Failure to comply with Section 6-79…...500.00

Sec. 6-79. - Performing animal exhibitions.

(a) No person may sponsor, promote, train an animal to participate in, contribute to the 
involvement of an animal in, or attend as a spectator any activity or event in which any 
animal engages in unnatural behavior or is wrestled, fought, mentally or physically 
harassed, or displayed in such a way that the animal is abused or stressed mentally or 
physically, or is induced or encouraged to perform through the use of chemical, 
mechanical, electrical, or manual devices in a manner that will cause or is likely to cause 
physical injury or suffering. This prohibition includes the use of bullhooks to train or control 
an elephant.  It is also prohibited to brandish, exhibit, or display a bullhook in the presence 
of an elephant. This prohibition applies to events and activities taking place in either public 
or private facilities or property, and applies regardless of the purpose of the event, 
whether for free or for a fee to entrants or spectators. 

(b) All equipment used on a performing animal shall fit properly and be in good working 
condition. 

(c) Animals used within the city must be provided with all the necessities of life including 
fresh air, food, water, veterinary care, exercise, and protection from the sun and other 
natural elements.

Section 3. Severability

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any phrase, 
clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared invalid by 
the final judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall 
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of 
this Ordinance.



Section 4. Repealer

All provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of New Braunfels not herein 
amended or repealed shall remain in full force and effect and all ordinances or parts 
thereof in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of such conflict only.

Section 5. Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become adopted and effective upon its second reading, signature 
required by City Charter, filing with the City Secretary’s Office. 

PASSED AND APPROVED: First reading this day of , 2019

PASSED AND APPROVED: Second reading this day of , 2019.

CITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS

By: __________________________________
      Barron Casteel, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Patrick D. Aten, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

______________________________________
Valeria M. Acevedo, City Attorney





Special City Council Agenda Item Report

8/13/2019

Agenda Item No. B)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

Presenter/Contact
Robert Camareno, City Manager

(830) 221-4380 - rcamareno@nbtexas.org

SUBJECT:
Discuss and consider possible action regarding the Fiscal Year 2019-20 Proposed Budget and Plan
of Municipal Services and the proposed 2019 tax rate, and announce public hearings.
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