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Sec. 144-5.3. Landscaping, tree preservation, public trees, screening, fences, buffering and 
lighting. 

5.3-1. Landscaping, tree preservation, public trees and screening. 

(7) Minimum landscaping and screening requirements. 

(i) Parking lot screening and landscaping. See Illustrations 9 and 10. Subject to the provisions of 
section 144-5.3-1, the following landscaping is required for parking lots:  

1. Street frontage landscape buffer area. Where a parking lot is adjacent to and within 50 
feet of public street right-of-way, a minimum five-foot landscape buffer adjacent to the 
right-of-way of any street is required. Lots adjacent to two streets or more shall be 
required to observe the five-foot buffer on all frontages. Trees within street rights-of-way 
shall not count toward the number of trees required for a development site, unless 
approved by the director or designee.  

2. Street frontage trees and shrubs. Where a parking lot is adjacent to and within 50 feet of 
public street right-of-way, a minimum of one minimum one and one-half-inch diameter 
tree and four five-gallon or three-foot tall shrubs for every 40 feet (or portion thereof) of 
street frontage shall be installed using trees from the approved plant list (Appendix A). 
Shade trees must be used, unless under the canopy of an existing preserved tree, or near 
utility lines where ornamental trees must be used, as required in subsection 144-5.3-
1(b)(6)ii. Trees shall be planted no closer than 20 feet apart. In no event may trees other 
than ornamental trees listed in Appendix A be planted under overhead power lines. All 
new trees shall be provided with a permeable surface of 60 square feet per tree under the 
drip line. All planting areas shall be a minimum of five feet in width.  

3. Parking lot shading. At least one minimum one and one-half-inch (1½") diameter tree per 
14 parking spaces shall be planted in or adjacent to a parking lot. Shade trees must be 
used, unless under the canopy of an existing preserved tree, or near utility lines where 
ornamental trees must be used, as required in subsection 144-5.3-1(b)(6)(ii). All trees shall 
be planted in a minimum permeable area of 100 square feet per tree. These trees may be 
clustered for the purposes of existing tree preservation or to accommodate topographic 
constraints, but otherwise must be spread generally throughout the parking lot. Trees 
planted or preserved to meet this parking lot shading requirement are in addition to the 
required street frontage trees.  

4. Turf. No more than 30 percent of the parking lot landscaped area, not including detention 
ponds, shall be turf grasses, except buffalo and prairie grasses may be planted. Xeriscaping 
is preferred.  

5. Residential buffer. In addition to the masonry wall requirement in subsection 144-5.3-2(h), 
at least one tree per 25 linear feet of property, or part thereof, a minimum one and one-
half inches (1½") in diameter, shall be planted along the common property line of the 
single-family or two-family property. Shade trees must be used, unless under the canopy 
of an existing preserved tree, or near utility lines where ornamental trees must be used, as 
required in subsection 144-5.3-1(b)(6)(ii). All new trees shall be provided with a permeable 
surface of 60 square feet per tree under the drip line. All planting areas shall be a 
minimum of five feet in width. Existing trees can be credited toward meeting the 
residential buffer requirement, per subsection 144-5.3-1(b)(6)(v), so long as the location 
and number of required trees is satisfied, or alternate compliance is demonstrated.  
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