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Historic Landmark Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2021


Members Present
Chair Yvonne Hoffmann
Vice Chair Bonnie Leitch
Nathan Feingold
Katie Totman
Melinda Poss
Thomas Tumlinson
Susan Sonier
Teresa Johnson
Staff Present
Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer
Sam Hunter, Planning Technician
Chris Looney, Planning & Development Services Director
Nathan Brown, Assistant City Attorney



  Joel Rector

Members Absent
None.

1. The above meeting was called to order by Chair Hoffmann at 8:30 a.m.

2. ROLL CALL
Roll was called, and a quorum was declared.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair Hoffmann approved the January 12, 2021 meeting minutes as presented.

4. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
None.

5. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
A) HST21-035 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to attach a sign to the commercial building addressed at 223 West San Antonio Street, located within the Downtown Historic District. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer

[bookmark: _Hlk61332397]Mr. Gasparek presented. 

Chair Hoffmann asked if there were any questions for staff.

Commissioner Feingold asked if the sign was electronic.

Mr. Gasparek stated this is correct.
[bookmark: _Hlk61333282]
Chair Hoffmann asked if the Commission had any questions or a motion.

Motion by Commissioner Poss, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, to recommend approval for a Certificate of Alteration to attach a sign to the commercial building addressed at 223 West San Antonio Street, located within the Downtown Historic District.

Motion carried (9-0-0).

B) HST21- 001 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to demolish a single-family dwelling addressed at 456 Magazine Avenue, located within the Sophienburg Hill Historic District. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Gasparek presented and stated the vote would be on the demolition and not new construction.

Chair Hoffmann asked if there were any questions for staff.

Discussion followed on the case being reconsidered by the Commission.

Chair Hoffmann asked if the applicant would like to speak.

Christian Laijas, P.O. Box 310394, Architect, stated the intent behind the request.

Monica Jergens, 456 Magazine Ave, stated the intent behind their request.

Discussion followed on economic hardship, asbestos, foundation, moving the house, and the landmark designation process.

Commission Theresa stated she will abstain from the motion.  

Commissioner Feingold stated concern about the historic district as a whole. 

Discussion followed.

Chair Hoffmann asked if the Commission had any questions or a motion.

Discussion followed on the potential motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk61334063]Motion by Poss, seconded by Commissioner Rector, to approve a Certificate of Alteration to demolish a single-family dwelling located at 456 Magazine Avenue within the Sophienburg Hill Historic District.

Discussion followed.

Motion failed (3-1-5) with Commissioner Johnson abstaining, Chair Hoffmann, Vice Chair Leitch, Commissioner Sonier, Commissioner Feingold, and Commissioner Totman in opposition.

C) HST21-048 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to attach a sign to the commercial building addressed as 1255 Gruene Road, a landmarked structure known as the Ottmar Gruene House. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer.

Chair Hoffmann asked if there were any questions for staff.

Commissioner Leitch asked the applicant how they chose the sign font.

Jayne Bodmann, 1229 Industrial Dr Suite F, stated the font is consistent with their other business downtown.

Chair Hoffmann asked if the Commission had any questions or a motion.

Kevin Peterson, 1255 Gruene Rd, confirmed that the font is one of the approved fonts for the Downtown area.

Motion by Commissioner Totman, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, to recommend approval for a Certificate of Alteration to attach a sign to the commercial building addressed as 1255 Gruene Road, a landmarked structure known as the Ottmar Gruene House.

Motion carried (9-0-0).

D) HST21-050 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to construct a 2-story addition to the dwelling at 307 North Guenther Avenue, a local landmark known as the Ikel’s House. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer.

Mr. Gasparek presented.

Chair Hoffmann asked if there were any questions for staff.

Discussion followed on the additional architectural features being proposed and not fitting within the consideration criteria.

Chair Hoffmann asked if the Commission had any questions or a motion.

Applicant did not speak.

Motion by Commissioner Johnson to recommend approval for a Certificate of Alteration to construct a 2-story addition to the dwelling at 307 North Guenther Avenue, a local landmark known as the Ikel’s House.

Motion failed due to lack of a second.

6. STAFF REPORT

A) Renaming of Braddock Ave to Boenig-Maurer. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer.

Mr. Gasparek stated street renaming requires the approval of all property owners with access onto the alleyway and if one or two homes are in opposition, it is unlikely to move forward.

Discussion followed.

B) Property maintenance for Historic structures. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer.

Mr. Gasparek presented all city ordinances which pertain to maintenance of Historic structures. 

Discussion followed.

C) The creation of a design review subcommittee. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer.

Mr. Gasparek stated Chapter 66 gives the Commission the power to create a subcommittee.

Discussion followed.

Mr. Gasparek stated the subcommittee would require three members.

Commissioner Totman, Commissioner Poss, and Commissioner Feingold volunteered for the subcommittee. 

Discussion followed. 

 ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Chair Hoffman adjourned the meeting at 9:42 a.m.





______________________________				____________________________
Chair								Date
