
CITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MEETING

550 LANDA STREET
CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2021 at 8:30 AM

To participate via Zoom, use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81840326748 or call (833) 926-2300 and enter 

webinar ID# 818 4032 6748

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of the June 8, 2021 regular meeting minutes. 21-690A)

4. CITIZENS' COMMUNICATIONS

This time is for citizens to address the Historic Landmark Commission on issues and items of 

concerns not on this agenda.  There will be no Historic Landmark Commission action at this 

time.

5. INDIVIDUAL ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

HST21-229 Discuss and consider a Certificate of 

Alteration for the construction of a new freestanding 

monument sign located at 170 E. San Antonio St. within 

the Downtown Historic District.

21-688A)

Caleb Chance Gasparek

Historic Preservation Officer

HST21-226 Discuss and consider a Certificate of 

Alteration for the construction of 5 new directional signs 

and new lettering at entrances of the Comal County 

Annex building located at 100 Main Plaza, within the 

Downtown Historic District.

21-689B)

Caleb Chance Gasparek

Historic Preservation Officer
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Packet

July 13, 2021

DM2021-2056 Discuss and consider a demolition permit 

for the dwelling located at 1020 Cole Ave., a 

non-landmarked building which potentially meets the 

criteria for historic designation under Chapter 66 Historic 

Preservation.

21-692C)

Caleb Chance Gasparek

Historic Preservation Officer

DM2021-2289 Discuss and consider a demolition permit 

for the dwelling located at 1239 W. San Antonio St., a 

non-landmarked building which potentially meets the 

criteria for historic designation under Chapter 66 Historic 

Preservation.

21-693D)

Caleb Chance Gasparek

Historic Preservation Officer

6. STAFF REPORT

Update from Chris Looney, Planning & Development 

Services Director, on the New Braunfels Unified 

Development Code (UDC).

21-691A)

Reserved for discussion of items the Commission would 

like to see on the following agenda

21-704B)

7. ADJOURNMENT

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the above Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board at the New 

Braunfels City Hall.

_____________________________________

Board Liaison 

NOTE: Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids 

or services such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or hearing impaired, readers, or large 

print, are requested to contact the City Secretary’s Office at 221-4010 at least two (2) work days 

prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. A)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX
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Historic Landmark Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 8, 2021 

 

Members Present 

Chair Yvonne Hoffmann 

Vice Chair Bonnie Leitch 

Melinda Poss 

Thomas Tumlinson 

Susan Sonier 

Teresa Johnson 

Nathan Feingold 

Staff Present 

Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer 

Sam Hunter, Planning Technician 

Chris Looney, Planning & Development 

Services Director 

Nathan Brown, Assistant City Attorney 

 

 

 

Members Absent 

Joel Rector 

Katie Totman 

 

1. The above meeting was called to order by Chair Hoffmann at 8:30 a.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Roll was called, and a quorum was declared. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chair Hoffmann approved the April 13, 2021 meeting minutes with revisions.  

 
4. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION 

None. 

 
5. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
C) HST21-050 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to construct a 2-story addition to 

the dwelling at 307 North Guenther Avenue, a local landmark known as the Ikel’s House. Caleb 
Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Commissioner Poss present at 8:32 am. 
 
Mr. Gasparek stated that staff and the design subcommittee had met with the applicant and their architect 
several times over the past 2 months to assist with the design of the alteration. Mr. Gasparek 
recommended approval.  
 
Chair Hoffmann asked if the applicant would like to speak.  
 
Greg Williams, 307 North Guenther, spoke in regard to the request.  
 
Dave Hillyer, 293 North Santa Clara Ave., spoke in favor to the request. 
 
Jeff Hillyer, 293 North Santa Clara Ave., spoke in favor to the request. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Sonier, seconded by Vice Chair Leitch, to approve the Certificate of Alteration 
to construct a 2-story addition to the dwelling at 307 North Guenther Avenue, a local landmark known as 
the Ikel’s House. Motion carried (7-0-0). 
 
A) HST21-190 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration for the renovation and restoration 

of the George Ullrich House, a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, located at 554 W Mill St. 
within the Mill St. Historic District. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer 
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Commissioner Feingold recused himself. 
 
Mr. Gasparek presented and recommended approval.  
 
Chair Hoffmann asked if the applicant would like to speak.  
 
Steve Keller, 554 W. Mill St. clarified the intern behind the request. 
 
Discussion followed on the approved variance, parking, and review by the Texas Historical Commission. 
 
Chair Hoffmann asked if there were any further discussion or a motion.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Sonier, seconded by Vice Chair Leitch, to approve the Certificate of Alteration 
for the renovation and restoration of the George Ullrich House, a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, 
located at 554 W Mill St. within the Mill St. Historic District. Motion carried (6-0-0). 
 
B) HST21-219 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration to deconstruct and rebuild the 2-

story commercial building location at 219 E San Antonio St., located within the Downtown 
Historic District. Caleb Gasparek, Historic Preservation Officer. 

 
Mr. Gasparek presented and recommended approval.  
 
Chair Hoffmann asked if the applicant would like to speak. 
 
Matt Schumann, 111 W. San Antonio St. #200, presented plans on the proposed development and 
elaborated on the intent of the request. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Chair Hoffmann asked if there were further discussion or a motion. 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Leitch, seconded by Commissioner Poss, to approve the Certificate of Alteration to 
deconstruct and rebuild the 2-story commercial building location at 219 E San Antonio St., located within 
the Downtown Historic District. Motion carried (7-0-0). 

 
STAFF REPORT 
No items. 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chair Hoffman adjourned the meeting at 9:18 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________    ____________________________ 

Chair        Date 
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. A)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

PRESENTER: ..Presenter
Caleb Chance Gasparek
Historic Preservation Officer
SUBJECT: ..Title
HST21-229 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration for the construction of a new freestanding
monument sign located at 170 E. San Antonio St. within the Downtown Historic District.
DEPARTMENT: Planning & Development Services
COUNCIL DISTRICTS IMPACTED: District 5

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The applicant is a requesting a Certificate of Alteration to construct a new freestanding monument sign at 170
E. San Antonio St., a contributing building to the Downtown Historic District, traditionally known as the
Pfeuffer House or the Walter Faust Jr. House.

An existing sign that reads “Law Office of Brazle & Pfeufer: Attorneys at Law” is proposed to be replaced by
the sign under consideration.

HISTORIC CONTEXT:
The building at 170 E. San Antonio St. is historically associated with the Pfeuffer family of New Braunfels.
Johanne George Pfeuffer came to New Braunfels from Germany with the 2nd group of settlers in 1845. Prior to
arriving in America, George was a successful businessman and owner of several tanneries in Germany.

In New Braunfels the Pfeuffer family operated a lumber company at the intersection of Castell and Garden St.
The Pfeuffer Lumber Co. provided lumber and building materials for many of New Braunfels’ homes and
businesses in the early 20th century.

According to an interview with Walter Faust Jr. in the 1970’s, the Pfeuffer House was built in 1910 using
lumber from the previous commercial building that existed on site. This is consistent with the 1907 and 1912
Sanborn maps which show the house in its current configuration by 1912 (see attached). A survey of the
property conducted by the Texas Historical Commission in 1975 can be found in the attachments.

ISSUE:
A Certificate of Alteration is required for any alteration to a landmarked property or a property within a local
historic district.

The applicant is proposing to construct a new freestanding monument sign on site to replace the existing sign.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Approval of a Certificate of Alteration waives all permit fees associated with the building permit.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Alteration with stipulations. Staff recommends that the base of
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the monument sign be constructed of masonry brick, and not concrete, to be more in character and style with
existing monument signs in the Downtown Historic District.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Location Map

B. Application

C. Submittal Documents

D. Supplemental Documents
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B: Application
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T
) r S U L LNWNY 10815 RANCHO BERNARDO RD., SUITE 260

SAN DIEGO, CA 92198

PROJ ECTMANAG ER@SULLAWAYENG,COM

PHONE: 1 -858-3'1 2-51 50 FAX: 1 -858-777-3534
ENGINEERING

PROJECT: LANGLEY-BANACK & PFEUFFER ATTORNEYS AT LAW
PROJECT #: 30217

CLIENT: US SIGNS

170 E. SAN ANTONIO STREET, NEW BRAUNFELS, TX DAIE. 51612021

ENGINEER: SB

LAST REVISED:

4X4X/a"
SO. HSS

3/e"@

THRU BOLT

f *a"a -l
.2\ SADDLE DETAIL TYP.
rF.-y MlN. (2) LOCATTONS

GENERAL NOTES

frf"WH
? trttcuAEt. F. SULLAwAY Zf-........."..... . -..' -....-. |....1

t*rot'mlug

'1 DESIGN CODEI IBC 2018
2 DESIGN LOADS:ASCE 7-16

3, WIND VELOCITY ,110 
MPH EXPOSURE C

4. CONCRETE 25OO PSI MINII/UM
5. SQ. HSS STEEL ASTM 4500 GR. B, F, = 46 KSI MlN.
6. BOLT STEEL ASTM A3O7 HDG PER ASTM 4153, ZP PER ASTM 8633
7. PROVIDE IV]IN. 3" CLEAR COVER ON ALL STEEL EMBEDDED IN

CONCRETE WHEN CAST AGAINST SOIL
8. LATERAL SOlt BEARTNG pER tBC CLASS 4 (150 PSF/FT)

9. PROVIDE PROTECTION AGAINST DISSIMILAR METALS
10, ALL DIMENSIONS TO BE VERIFIED PRIOR TO FABRICATION

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

NO. F-14143

!=-+!t_lrl*it
e+
f\I I

il,

3

I

C: Submittal Documents
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) T ENGINEERING
l 08 1 5 Rancho Bernardo RD., SD, CA 92127

pro.jectnranager@sul I awayen g, corn

Phone: 858-3 l2-5150 Fax: 858-111-3534

PROJECT: LANGLEY-BANACK & PFEUFFER ATTORNEYS AT LAW
PROJ. NO.: 30127

CLIENT: US SIGNS

DATE: 5/6/2'1

ENGINEER: SB

units; pounds, feet unless noted otheMise

=Q,

Pole structure height at

Loads componentsection c.g

ied Wind Loads; from ASCET-16

Ct= 1 .456 (Fig. 29.3-1)
K.t= 1 .0 (26 8.2) (=1.0 unless unusual landscape)

K.= from table 28.3-1

Ka= 0.85 for signs (table 26.6-'1)

V- 110 mph

Q= 0.85 (26.9)
s/h= '1.000

B/s= 0.97

K.tKo (29.3.2 &29.4)
max. height= 5.167

Exposure= c

weight=
MoL=

0.249 kips
0.00 k-ft

K2

pressure

9, 9.*G*Cr

Wind

Mornent IMw

'r 0.1 3

2 1.42

3 3.88

0.85

0.85

0.85

22.38 27.71

22.38 27.71

22.38 27.71

1.25

10.69

12.92

2E

296

358

4

420

1 387

sums: 24.86

x 1.10

1.8'1

1.99

.1 00

(M*) k-ft arm= 2.6

M=sq rt(Mo12+M,,2)

for s/h=1, add 10o/o (asce fig. 29.4-1):

P,= 0.30 kiP

Mu=sqrt(1.2Me12+1.0Mw2)= 1.99 k-ft

Pole Des
Mu < dMn with M" = f

Footing Design

ksi

H Mu(k-ft) Z req'd. (in)

at grade 1.99 0.58

tube

0= o.s

footprint: round

Z

0.96 4x4x1l8 Sq. HSS, QMn = 8.23 k-ft

aD= 1.3

P= 0.5a

51= +s+

A= i.B5

IBC 1605.3.2

kip

IBC Table 1806.2, sections 1806.3.4, 1807.3.2

51 =Sxd/3 A=2.34 xP/(Sl xb)
d =0.5xA (1+ (1+4.36x h/A) ^.5)

footing: 1' - 6" dio.
3' - 5" deep

S=(1.3x2xl 50psf/ft)

S= 400

IBC 1807.3,2.1

Af

C: Submittal Documents
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Deed Records 

170 E. San 
Antonio St. 

Legal Description: 

CITY BLOCK 1005, LOT 37, ACRES .423 
 

Present – 1997 Kenneth D. Brazle & David Pfeuffer 

1997 – 1980 Walter Faust Jr. (son of Lottie and Walter Faust Sr.) 

1980 - 1949 Lottie Faust (daughter of Somers & Thekla 
Preuffer) 

1949 -1899 Thekla Pfeuffer & Somers V. Pfeuffer (son of 
George Pfeuffer) 

1899 - 1866 Susan E. Pfeuffer 

D: Supplemental Documents
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1907 Sanborn (top) and 
1912 Sanborn (right) 

D: Supplemental Documents
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. B)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

PRESENTER: ..Presenter
Caleb Chance Gasparek
Historic Preservation Officer
SUBJECT: ..Title
HST21-226 Discuss and consider a Certificate of Alteration for the construction of 5 new directional signs and
new lettering at entrances of the Comal County Annex building located at 100 Main Plaza, within the
Downtown Historic District.
DEPARTMENT: Planning & Development Services
COUNCIL DISTRICTS IMPACTED: District 5

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The applicant is a requesting a Certificate of Alteration to construct and install 5 wayfinding post and panel
signs and to replace the existing lettering above the entrances of the Comal County Annex building.

HISTORIC CONTEXT:
The structure at 100 Main Plaza is known as the Comal County Courthouse Annex building. The structure was
designed by architect Christopher DiStephano in 1986 and constructed by general contractor Spaw Glass
Construction Inc. The building sits directly adjacent to the Comal County Courthouse. Though the building is
of what is generally considered non-historic age, it has stylistic influences reflective of the architecture of the
historic Comal County Courthouse.

ISSUE:
A Certificate of Alteration is required for any alteration to a landmarked property or a property within a local
historic district.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Approval of a Certificate of Alteration waives all permit fees associated with the building permit.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Alteration. The style and construction of the proposed signs
and the lettering is consistent with what was approved in the previous case HST20-065 of the Annex building
along E. San Antonio St.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Location Map

B. Application

C. Submittal Documents

City of New Braunfels, Texas Printed on 7/8/2021Page 1 of 1
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A:  Location Map
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ALTERATION FOR 
A CITY LANDMARK OR LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

NO FEE 

Submit this Certification of Alteration application for review prior to submitting for any required 
building permit applications.  Any variances, special exceptions or special approvals must be approved 
prior to submitting this application and any approvals shall be included in the application.  A Certificate of 
Alteration does not substitute for or supersede any other permit reviews. 

The Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) may approve certain minor projects without a review by the Historic 
Landmark Commission. Minor projects include routine maintenance and repair and limited minor 
alterations. Contact Caleb Gasparek (830-221-4086 or CGasparek@nbtexas.org) if you have questions
about whether or not your project qualifies for administrative approval.  

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

Name:    Emma Wetz / A-1 South Texas Sign Erectors,

Mailing Address:    20286 FM 2252

City/State/ZIP:    San Antonio, TX 78266

Telephone:    830-609-6246               ewetz@a1southtexas.comEmail: 

2. PROPERTY OWNER (IF NOT APPLICANT*):

*Letter of Authorization is required if the applicant is not the property owner.

Name:

Mailing Address:

City/State/ZIP:

Telephone:    Email:

3. ARCHITECT OR CONTRACTOR:

Name:   Jason Toussaint

Company Name:   Poblocki Sign Company

Mailing Address:    201 Kitty Hawk Dr.

City/State/ZIP:    Morrisville, NC 27560

Telephone:    919-354-3821 Email:  jtoussaint@poblocki.com

Case No:  

Meeting Date: 

 Historic District

 Historic Landmark

Submittal date – office use only

Planning & Development Services
Historic Preservation 
550 Landa Street 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
(830) 221-4086 www.nbtexas.org

Comal County

                 100 Main Plaza

             New Braunfels, Texas 78130

             830-643-5851                            

B: Application
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4. SUBJECT PROPERTY:

Property Address/Location: Comal County Courthouse Building 178 E Mill St New Braunfels TX, 78130

 Block(s):  Acreage: 

Legal Description:  

Name of Subdivision:  

Lot(s):  

Existing Use of Property: 

5. SCOPE OF WORK (ATTACH ADDITIONAL PAGES IF NECESSARY): Add additional Qty 5 wayfinding

post and panel signs to the property and replace the existing dimensional letters over each

The Historic Landmark Commission (HLC) reviews proposed exterior and site changes to City Historic 

Landmarks and properties in Local Historic Districts to assist owners in retaining the character-defining 

architectural features of important historic sites and districts. An approved Certificate of Alteration from 

the HLC is required in advance of performing all non-routine exterior and site work, including 

installation of signage. Your building permit will not be released without an approved Certificate of 

Alteration review by the City Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) or the HLC. 

A Certificate of Alteration is required for all non-routine exterior work, including: 

• Alterations to historic materials;

• Alterations to the visual appearance of a site;

• Alterations to building façade;

• Additions to existing buildings;

• Re-cladding;

• Window replacement;

• Construction of new buildings;

• Changes in roof color or materials;

• Major landscape work (including pools);

• Changes in sidewalks; and,

• Changes in driveways.

• Demolition of buildings within historic districts

Historic Landmark Commission review is usually not required for ordinary maintenance work such as 

re-painting and performing routine repairs using like materials. Please check with the City HPO if you 

are uncertain whether an HLC review is required. 

entrance with new letters.

Most of the work faces N Seguin Ave

City Block 2003, Lot 29-30-34 & S1/2 LT 99 & GR PT OF LT 35 & SM PT LT 98 

29-30-34 & S1/2 LT99                 2003                  1.849

B: Application

25



SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST: 

 STAFF: APPLICANT: 

Completed application 

Please note: Any application that is missing information will be 
considered incomplete and cannot be accepted. 

Dimensioned and scaled building plans 

Please note: For review purposes electronic submittal of plans in 
PDF format is preferred. If hard copies are submitted original plans 
should be no larger than 11” x 17” and be of a good, reproducible 
quality. Inaccurate or non-legible site plans can result in a delay with 
the application review. 

Must include the following documents: 

Material samples, specifications or manufacturer information (Optional)

Color photographs of the structure and site (Staff may require a site visit 

prior to meeting) 

The signature of owner authorizes City of New Braunfels staff to visit and inspect the property for which this 

application is being submitted. The signature also indicates that the applicant or their agent has reviewed the 

requirements of this application/checklist and all items on this checklist have been addressed and complied 

with. 

Property Owner’s Signature:  Date: 

Applicant Signature: Date: 

 Site plan (one for existing and one for proposed conditions. Must

indicate all proposed site changes, such as additions, alterations, new

construction or demolition)

 Elevation plans (must specify all exterior changes and exterior

building materials and finishes to be used, i.e., siding, roofing,

windows, doors, fences, etc.)

 Floor plans

 Roof plan (Optional)

06/28/2021

B: Application
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SIGN MESSAGES

Xxx

This document is owned by and the information 
contained in it is proprietary to Poblocki Sign Company, 
LLC. By receipt hereof, the holder agrees not to use the 
information, disclose it to any third party or reproduce 
this document without the prior written consent of 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC. Holder also agrees to 
immediately return this document upon request by 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.

This document represents only an approximation of 
material colors specified. Actual product colors may
vary from this print or digital image.

Comal County
Annex
New Braunfels, TX

Project

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

Double Post & Panel

Page 1 of 2

Scale:
Original Page Size: 11” x 17”

1/8” = 1”

Sign Type

Notes

Revisions

REV

Drawn By:

Rep.:

Jordan Mullaney

Jason Toussaint Orig. Date: 08/17/2020

DESCRIPTION BY DATE

1 Message Revisions JKT 5/30/21

PDR/SDR

• Can be Double Sided

201 Kitty Hawk Dr., Suite 100, Morrisville, NC 27560
919.354.3800 • www.poblocki.com

POST & PANEL

Material: 3" Deep Cabinet with 3" Square 
Posts

Graphics Method: Surface Vinyl

Letter Style: Swis721 Win95BT Bold

Letter Color: Surface Oracal 5700 Reflective 
010 White Vinyl

Background Method: Surface Paint

Background Color: MP554 Choconut for 
Cabinet and Posts

Mounting: Direct Burial into Concrete Footer

58"

3"

TOP VIEW

42"

28"

14"

4"

5 1/2"

6 3/8"

5 1/2"

6 5/8"

5"

2"

2"

3"

5"

2"

2"

3"

4"

58"

3 1/2" 5 1/2" 2 1/2"

Concrete Footer

24"-36"

Loc: EXT4
Single Sided

MAIN ENTRANCE

MAIN ENTRANCE

Comal County Courthouse Annex

Comal County Landa Annex

C: Submittal Documents
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REV DESCRIPTION BY DATE

1 Message Revisions JKT 5/30/21

4"

3"

2"

3"

2"

3"

4"

3"

2"

3"

4"

This document is owned by and the information 
contained in it is proprietary to Poblocki Sign Company, 
LLC. By receipt hereof, the holder agrees not to use the 
information, disclose it to any third party or reproduce 
this document without the prior written consent of 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC. Holder also agrees to 
immediately return this document upon request by 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.

This document represents only an approximation of 
material colors specified. Actual product colors may
vary from this print or digital image.

Comal County
Annex
New Braunfels, TX

Project

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

Double Post & Panel

Page 2 of 2

Scale:
Original Page Size: 11” x 17”

1/16” = 1”

Sign Type

Notes

Revisions

Drawn By:

Rep.:

Jordan Mullaney

Jason Toussaint Orig. Date: 08/17/2020

PDR/SDR

• Can be Double Sided

201 Kitty Hawk Dr., Suite 100, Morrisville, NC 27560
919.354.3800 • www.poblocki.com

Comal County 
Courthouse Annex

Loc: EXT1
Single Sided

Comal County
Courthouse Annex

Loc: EXT2
Single Sided

Comal County

Loc: EXT3
Side A

Loc: EXT3
Side B

MAIN ENTRANCE Comal County 
Landa Annex

Landa Annex
MAIN ENTRANCE

Comal County 
Courthouse Annex
MAIN ENTRANCE
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SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

Scale:
Original Page Size: 11” x 17”

3/16" = 1'

Sign Type

Notes

Revisions

REV

Drawn By:

Rep.:

Michael Perlmutter

Jason Toussaint Orig. Date: 08/15/19

DESCRIPTION BY DATE

1 Letters are now 2”
deep and are colored
Gold Brass

MP 8/16/19

MID

•

201 Kitty Hawk Dr., Suite 100, Morrisville, NC 27560
919.354.3800 • www.poblocki.com

[A] - DIMENSIONAL LETTERS
Material: 2” deep Fabricated 

Letters
Letter Style: Swis721 Win95BT Bold 
Background Method: Surface Paint 
Background Color: Gemini Dark Satin Bronze 
(Horizontal Grain)
Mounting: Mechanically Stud Mounted Flush 
to Wall

This document is owned by and the information 
contained in it is proprietary to Poblocki Sign Company, 
LLC. By receipt hereof, the holder agrees not to use the 
information, disclose it to any third party or reproduce 
this document without the prior written consent of 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC. Holder also agrees to 
immediately return this document upon request by 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.

This document represents only an approximation of 
material colors specified. Actual product colors may
vary from this print or digital image.

SpawGlass
New Braunfels, TX

Project

11 "

2"
282”
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This document is owned by and the information 
contained in it is proprietary to Poblocki Sign Company, 
LLC. By receipt hereof, the holder agrees not to use the 
information, disclose it to any third party or reproduce 
this document without the prior written consent of 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC. Holder also agrees to 
immediately return this document upon request by 
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.

This document represents only an approximation of 
material colors specified. Actual product colors may
vary from this print or digital image.

Comal County
Annex
New Braunfels, TX

Project

Notes

201 Kitty Hawk Dr., Suite 100, Morrisville, NC 27560
919.354.3800 • www.poblocki.com

Exterior
Sign Location Plan

MID LettersMID Letters
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. C)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

PRESENTER: ..Presenter
Caleb Chance Gasparek
Historic Preservation Officer
SUBJECT: ..Title
DM2021-2056 Discuss and consider a demolition permit for the dwelling located at 1020 Cole Ave., a non-
landmarked building which potentially meets the criteria for historic designation under Chapter 66 Historic
Preservation.
DEPARTMENT: Comprehensive Planning & Historic Preservation
COUNCIL DISTRICTS IMPACTED: District 4

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The subject property is located at the corner of Cole Ave. and W. Klingemann St. in the Landa Park Estates
neighborhood. It is not located within a historic district and is not locally landmarked.

On June 6, 2021 staff received a demolition permit for the structure at 1020 Cole Ave., a non-landmarked single
-family home built in 1946. Prior to receiving the demolition permit staff was made aware that the demolition
permit was forthcoming. Staff had previously met with the owner on May 10, 2021 to inform them that the
demolition of the structure would need to be reviewed and approved by the Historic Landmark Commission, as
the building was found to potentially meet the criteria for designation found in Chapter 66-56 (attached),
Criteria for the designation of historic landmarks and districts.

HISTORIC CONTEXT:
The dwelling at 1020 Cole Ave. was constructed in 1946 by “Modern Homes” for a price of $5,000. The
original owner of the house was R. V. Abshire, the director of Landa Park during that time. Abshire only lived
in the house for 2 years.

The property is primarily associated with Colonel John E. Pickering who resided in the house from 1948 until
1959. While living at 1020 Cole, Pickering was stationed at Randolph Air Force Base in San Antonio. During
the period of 1948 to 1959, Col. Pickering made several notable contributions to the fields of radiobiology,
aviation medicine, and space medicine. Pickering also authored several textbooks as well as many scientific
papers.

John Pickering was born on April 27, 1918 in Bisbee, Arizona. In 1942 he married Virginia Copeland and the
couple had 2 daughters and a son. By 1945 Pickering had degrees in chemistry, engineering, and metallurgy.
From 1946 to 1948 Pickering attended the University of Chicago to complete his Ph.D. in nuclear chemistry
and physics, though he was called back by the Air Force before his studies could be completed. In 1948 he was
stationed at Randolph Air Force Base to work on nuclear powered aircraft. His expertise in radiobiology and
aviation medicine were crucial to the development of the NB-36H, the only US aircraft to be powered by a
nuclear reactor. The program to develop nuclear power aircraft was short-lived and scraped by President
Kennedy in 1961, though the radiation shielding technology developed by Pickering and others would later be
used in space shielding and nuclear technology. In 1955 Pickering founded the Health Physics Society serving
as the scientific non-profit’s first director. The organization still operates to this date with the mission of
City of New Braunfels, Texas Printed on 7/8/2021Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™ 31

http://www.legistar.com/


as the scientific non-profit’s first director. The organization still operates to this date with the mission of
“excellence in the science and practice of radiation safety.” He also worked on research for the effects of flash
blindness as a result of nuclear explosions during his residency in New Braunfels.

In 1958 Pickering was named the Director of Medical Research at the U.S. School of Aerospace Medicine in
San Antonio, he was awarded the Legion of Merit that same year. Pickering and his wife Virginia would move
to San Antonio a year later in 1959.

Other notable achievements by Pickering include his co-authorship of the “Cap Over the Wall” speech made by
President JFK in 1963 and being assigned to the Office of Manned Space Flight for NASA during the space
race of the 1960’s. Pickering died on September 19, 1997 in Tijeras, New Mexico.

Building permits for the house note that it has been substantially altered over time. In 1966 600 sq. ft. of space
was added onto the first story, and the porch was enclosed in 1972. That same year a bathroom was added onto
the house. During the early 2000’s several modifications were also made to the porch. The CAD indicates that
the 2nd story was altered though building permits could not be found for these modifications.

ISSUE:
Chapter 66-60.1 (attached) requires that all applications for the demolition of non-landmarked structures be
referred to the City Historic Preservation Officer for the purpose of determining whether the structure may have
historical, cultural, architectural, or archaeological significance. If research indicates that the structure does
potentially meet the criteria for designation, then the demolition application must go before the Historic
Landmark Commission for review and approval.

If the Commission finds that the building does meet the criteria for landmark designation, then they can vote to
initiate the landmark designation process in which the case goes before the Planning Commission and City
Council. If the owner is in objection to the designation, then a three-fourths vote of the entire city council shall
be required.

FISCAL IMPACT:
N/A
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the demolition permit. The building has been substantially altered over time and
the owner is in objection to landmark designation.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Location Map

B. Submittal Documents

C. Supplemental Documents

D. Chapter 66-56: Criteria for the Designation of Historic Landmarks and Districts

E. Chapter 66-60: Alteration Certificate Required for Demolition
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DISCLAIMER: This map and information contained in it were developed exclusively 
for use by the City of New Braunfels. Any use or reliance on this map by anyone 
else is at that party's risk and without liability to the City of New Braunfels, its 
officials or employees for any discrepancies, errors, or variances which may exist. 

A: Location Map

33



Go gle MaPs 1o2o cole Ave

CAPCOG, Map data @2021

Crnfh *t
0cFD

o
Directions

1O2O Cole Ave
Building

Send to your
phone

I 1020 Cole Ave, New Braunfels, TX 78130

Photos

@
Save

@
Nearby

@
Share

'ri,+l
,ta J 'r,n*r

t."r%a

B: Submittal Documents

34



B: Submittal Documents

35



B: Submittal Documents

36



B: Submittal Documents

37



Deed 
Records 

1020 Cole 
Ave. 

Legal Description: 

LANDA PARK ESTATES, BLOCK 11, LOT 31 SE 1/2 & 32-33-34 
 

2021 - 2020 Yellow Roses in NB LLC 

2020 - 2020 Athas Subrina R Et Al 

2019 - 1959 Rose, Lindall SR (Estate of) 

1959 - 1948 Col. John E. Pickering 

1948 - 1946 R. V. Abshire (Landa Park Manager)

C: Supplemental Documents
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Col. John E. Pickering (center) with President LBJ 
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Col. John E. Pickering 
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The NB-36H Nuclear Powered Aircraft that Pickering helped develop. The NB-36H was 
the only nuclear-powered aircraft developed by the U.S. military.  

C: Supplemental Documents
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  Created: 2021-03-09 21:09:37 [EST]

( Supp. No. 31, Update 2) 

Page 1 of 1 

Sec. 66-56. Criteria for the designation of historic landmarks and districts. 

A historic landmark or district may be designated if it meets at least one of the following criteria: 

(1) Possesses significance in history, architecture, archeology, or culture.

(2) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local,
regional, state, or national history.

(3) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

(4) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.

(5) Represents the work of a master designer, builder, or craftsman.

(6) Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or city.

(Ord. No. 96-9, § I, 2-26-96) 

D: Chapter 66-56
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  Created: 2021-03-09 21:09:37 [EST]

( Supp. No. 31, Update 2) 

Page 1 of 1 

Sec. 66-60. Alteration certificate required for demolition. 

A permit for the demolition of a historic landmark or property within a historic district, including secondary 
buildings and landscape features, shall not be granted by the (building inspector or other city official) without the 
review of a completed application for an alteration certificate by the commission, as provided for in sections 66-
57, 66-58 and 66-59.  

(1) Significant sites and structures. All applications for permits to demolish or move buildings, objects,
sites, or structures not included under section above shall be referred to the city historic preservation
officer for the purpose of determining whether or not the building, object, site, or structure may have
historical, cultural, architectural, or archaeological significance.

(2) The city historic preservation officer shall make such determination within 30 days after receipt of the
completed demolition permit application and shall notify the building official in writing. If the building,
object, site, or structure is determined to have no cultural, historical, architectural, or archaeological
significance, a demolition permit may be issued immediately, provided such application otherwise
complies with all City Code requirements.

(3) If said building, object, site, or structure is determined by the city historic preservation officer to have
historical significance, the demolition permit shall not be issued and the historic preservation officer
shall make such information available to the historic landmark commission for review and
recommendations as to whether it should be designated a historic landmark. If the commission
concurs on the significance, the commission shall recommend to the city council that the building,
object, site, or structure be designated, as appropriate, an exceptional or significant historic landmark.

(4) The procedures and criteria for designation in sections 66-54, 66-55, and 66-56 shall be followed for
this type of designation.

(5) If the property owner objects to the designations, a three-fourths vote of the entire city council shall
be required for historic designation of property in question.

(Ord. No. 96-9, § I, 2-26-96; Ord. No. 2007-24, § 1, 3-26-07) 

E: Chapter 66-60
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. D)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX

PRESENTER: ..Presenter
Caleb Chance Gasparek
Historic Preservation Officer
SUBJECT: ..Title
DM2021-2289 Discuss and consider a demolition permit for the dwelling located at 1239 W. San Antonio St., a
non-landmarked building which potentially meets the criteria for historic designation under Chapter 66 Historic
Preservation.
DEPARTMENT: Comprehensive Planning & Historic Preservation
COUNCIL DISTRICTS IMPACTED: District 1

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The subject property is a rectangular shaped lot located along W. San Antonio St. near the intersection with N.
Hickory Ave. The property is not located within a historic district and is not locally landmarked.

On June 23, 2021 staff received a demolition permit for the structure at 1239 W. San Antonio St., a non-
landmarked single-family home built in circa 1920. Staff is unable to administratively approve the demolition
and must refer the case to the Historic Landmark Commission for review and approval, as the building was
found to potentially meet the criteria for designation found in Chapter 66-56 (attached).

HISTORIC CONTEXT:
Sanborn maps from 1920 and 1930 (see attached) and permit logs from the 1920’s suggest a build date of
between 1920 and 1924. No permit could be found for the construction of the dwelling, though building
permits from 1924 and 1927 for additions to the property suggest that the building was constructed before the
1924 date. Additionally, the 1920 Sanborn maps show a building footprint drawn in with pencil, implying that
the house was built shortly after the 1920 map was published. The 1967 Sanborn maps show the dwelling with
several additions on the western portion of the property.

The dwelling is a good example of the Craftsman bungalow style of architecture that was popular with small
residential dwellings in the early 20th century. The western additions to the dwelling appear to be of historic age
and bear the same architectural elements as the original structure. There also appears to have been some
modifications to the porch with the removal of pillars.

Historically, the property is most associated with the Reinarz family which owned the property from 1924 to
1970 (see attached document for full deed research). Alwin and Louise Reinarz lived at 1239 W. San Antonio
with their two sons, Leslie and Rudolph, from 1924 to 1970. A relative, Minnie Reinarz, briefly took over the
property from 1941 to 1944.

The 1920 census lists Alwin as a farmer with his wife Louise and their one son Grosroin. A 1962 Herald article
indicates that Grosroin was killed in 1922 from a farm accident. The 1930 census shows the family living at the
house with Alwin working as the County Treasurer. In 1949 Alwin was elected as district clerk and served in
that capacity for 18 years before retiring. Louise died on June 28, 1967 with Alwin following shortly after on
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March 9, 1968

ISSUE:
Chapter 66-60.1 (attached) requires that all applications for demolition permits be referred to the City Historic
Preservation Officer for the purpose of determining whether or not the structure may have historical, cultural,
architectural, or archaeological significance. If research indicates that the structure does potentially meet the
criteria for designation, then the application must go before the Historic Landmark Commission for review and
approval.

If the Commission finds that the building does meet the criteria for landmark designation, then they can vote to
initiate the landmark designation process in which case the case goes before the Planning Commission and City
Council. If the owner is in objection to the designation, then a three-fourths vote of the entire city council shall
be required.

FISCAL IMPACT:
N/A
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff notes that the building appears to be in good condition with minor modifications, and that given the lots C
-2 Zoning, it could be repurposed for a wide variety of uses. If the structure could not be repurposed, staff
would recommend relocation over demolition. However, if the owner is in objection, then staff ultimately
would recommend approval of the demolition as a designation over the owner’s objection would unlikely pass
successfully through Planning Commission and City Council.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Location Map

B. Submittal Documents

C. Supplemental Documents

D. Chapter 66-56: Criteria for the Designation of Historic Landmarks and Districts

E. Chapter 66-60: Alteration Certificate Required for Demolition
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DISCLAIMER: This map and information contained in it were developed exclusively 
for use by the City of New Braunfels. Any use or reliance on this map by anyone 
else is at that party's risk and without liability to the City of New Braunfels, its 
officials or employees for any discrepancies, errors, or variances which may exist. 
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1920 Sanborn (Left) and 1930 Sanborn (right). Note that the 1920 
Sanborn shows the dwelling drawn in with pencil, suggesting a build 
date sometime between 1920 and 1924 when the washhouse was 
added to the property. 
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1967 Sanborn  
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Deed 
Records 

1239 W. 
San 

Antonio St. 

 
Legal Description:  

 CITY BLOCK 4008, LOT E 5 OF LOT 10 & W 43 OF LOT 11, ACRES .207 
 

2021 - 2020 Oakwood Baptist Church of New Braunfels 

2020 - 1986 Sergio R. & Imelda L. Galindo 

1986 - 1970 Paul Benavides (aka Pablo Lopez Benavides) & Julia 
Benavides 
 
 

1970 - 1970 Leslie & Randolph Reinarz (Brothers, sons of Alwin) 

1944 - 1970 Alwin F. & Louise Reinarz 

1944 - 1941 Minnie Reinarz 
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1941 - 1924 Alwin Reinarz  
 
 

1924 - 1919 Ernest & Clara Ohlrich 

1919 - 1918 Louis & Helena Reininger 
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  Created: 2021-03-09 21:09:37 [EST]

( Supp. No. 31, Update 2) 

Page 1 of 1 

Sec. 66-56. Criteria for the designation of historic landmarks and districts. 

A historic landmark or district may be designated if it meets at least one of the following criteria: 

(1) Possesses significance in history, architecture, archeology, or culture.

(2) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local,
regional, state, or national history.

(3) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

(4) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.

(5) Represents the work of a master designer, builder, or craftsman.

(6) Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or city.

(Ord. No. 96-9, § I, 2-26-96) 

D: Chapter 66-56
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  Created: 2021-03-09 21:09:37 [EST]

( Supp. No. 31, Update 2) 

Page 1 of 1 

Sec. 66-60. Alteration certificate required for demolition. 

A permit for the demolition of a historic landmark or property within a historic district, including secondary 
buildings and landscape features, shall not be granted by the (building inspector or other city official) without the 
review of a completed application for an alteration certificate by the commission, as provided for in sections 66-
57, 66-58 and 66-59.  

(1) Significant sites and structures. All applications for permits to demolish or move buildings, objects,
sites, or structures not included under section above shall be referred to the city historic preservation
officer for the purpose of determining whether or not the building, object, site, or structure may have
historical, cultural, architectural, or archaeological significance.

(2) The city historic preservation officer shall make such determination within 30 days after receipt of the
completed demolition permit application and shall notify the building official in writing. If the building,
object, site, or structure is determined to have no cultural, historical, architectural, or archaeological
significance, a demolition permit may be issued immediately, provided such application otherwise
complies with all City Code requirements.

(3) If said building, object, site, or structure is determined by the city historic preservation officer to have
historical significance, the demolition permit shall not be issued and the historic preservation officer
shall make such information available to the historic landmark commission for review and
recommendations as to whether it should be designated a historic landmark. If the commission
concurs on the significance, the commission shall recommend to the city council that the building,
object, site, or structure be designated, as appropriate, an exceptional or significant historic landmark.

(4) The procedures and criteria for designation in sections 66-54, 66-55, and 66-56 shall be followed for
this type of designation.

(5) If the property owner objects to the designations, a three-fourths vote of the entire city council shall
be required for historic designation of property in question.

(Ord. No. 96-9, § I, 2-26-96; Ord. No. 2007-24, § 1, 3-26-07) 

E: Chapter 66-60
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. A)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX
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Historic Landmark Commission Agenda Item Report

7/13/2021

Agenda Item No. B)

550 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX
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